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About Oxfordshire

• We are the most rural county in the South 
East region

• But we also have Oxford City, Banbury 
and ‘growth points’ such as Didcot, 
Grove/Wantage

• Parish and market town action plans have 
a long history in the rural districts



Oxfordshire community plans
2006

• ORCC Parish Plan 
Reference Group 
established (inc. rural 
districts and county)

• 59 parish and market 
town action plans 
(being) developed

• Gap in Oxford and 
larger urban areas

2008
• Reference Group now 

inc. PCT, City Council
• 81 plans (being) 

developed inc. Oxford
• County Sustainable 

Community Strategy 
inc. evidence from 
community plans and 
local target



The county council’s role

• With partners, offer ‘bridging’ opportunities 
for communities developing plans at all 
stages – encouraging two way dialogue 

• Advice for communities and existing plans 
are available on www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ 
communityplanning

• Support and track engagement of council 
services with regular reports

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/communityplanning
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/communityplanning




County role in City project
Facilitate involvement 

of county services:
• Cowley – school, 

vulnerable people
• West End – 

regeneration scheme
• West Oxford – 

highways, school 
travel plans, bus/ 
transport review

Comparison to parish 
plan model:

• Adapt ACRE PP 
community checklist

• Transfer market 
towns best practice: 
Oxfordshire Town 
Chambers’ Network 
and school youth 
councils



Progress continues
• Improved partnership working between 

agencies in supporting community plans
• Greater numbers of local plans and 

increasing agency engagement
• Resources for communities and partners – 

both rural and urban – under pressure
• Commitment to best practice by all
… much has been achieved but more to do!



Map available from 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ 
communityplanning

(based on data provided 
by ORCC and Oxford 
City Council)

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/communityplanning
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/communityplanning
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